
FARMINGTON CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
Wednesday, December 11, 2002

______________________________________________________________________________

Present: Mayor David Connors, Commission Members Kent Forsgren and Bart Hill, 
City Planner David Petersen, and Deputy City Recorder Jeane Chipman. Commission Members 
CindyRoybal and Sid Young were contacted by phone and a conference call was established. 
Chairman Linda Hoffman, Vice Chairman Larry Jensen, and Commission Member Cory Ritz 
were excused.

Cindy Roybal MOVED to authorize  Kent Forsgren to conduct the meeting in the 
absence of the Chairman or Vice Chairman. Bart Hill seconded the motion, which passed by 
unanimous vote. 

Mr. Forsgren outlined the agenda for those present.  The Planning Commission had been 
asked to reconsider their action not to recommend purchase of Mary Myers’ property to the City 
Council. The Mayor would be allowed to make a presentation, after which the Planning 
Commission could consider the issues. 

Bart Hill MOVED that the Planning Commission reconsider their action not to 
recommend the purchase of the Mary Myers property by the City Council, which took place 
during their December 5th meeting. Sid Young seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous 
vote.

Mayor Connors expressed his appreciation to the Planning Commission for their 
willingness to hear his presentation regarding the purchase being considered by the City. He had 
not been aware the item would be included on the last Planning Commission agenda or he would 
have been there to answer questions and help inform the Commission of the City’s intent.  He 
discussed issues involved, including the following points:

￢ The addition of the water park to the swimming pool area will encroach on area 
traditionally used by Festival Days and other large city activities. 

￢ The City found that Mary Myers may be willing to sell her property for use by the 
City and upon further research it was deemed appropriate to use the rear portion 
of that property to expand the Main City Park. 

￢ Ms. Myers would be allowed to live in her house as long as she wished.

￢ Time was of the essence because bid information was ready to be sent out 
regarding construction of boweries and other projects allowed by the recent bond 
election. 
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￢ The Mayor stated recent case law (Toone vs. Weber County)  indicated the need 
for Planning Commissions to review and make recommendations regarding the 
purchase by cities of real property. It was Farmington’s intention to honor the 
spirit of those requirements. 

￢ The Mayor respected the opinions of the Planning Commission and even though it 
would not be necessary for the City Council to obtain a positive recommendation 
before deciding about the purchase, the Mayor hoped the Planning Commission 
and the City Council could be in alliance over such important issues. 

￢ The Mayor had read the minutes of the last Planning Commission and was aware 
of their concerns and comments. Decisions about relocating the Leisure Services 
offices had not been considered nor were they relevant to the purchase of the 
Myers property.

￢ The Myers property was being considered in order to expand the Main City Park. 
The water playground addition in the area of the swimming pool encroached on 
land traditionally used for Festival Days and other large city functions.  The rear 
of the Myers property could help provide more land for such activities.

￢ Ms. Myers would be allowed to live in the home as long as she wished. If she 
moves,  there would be three options:  1)  the lot could be split and the home sold, 
2)  the property could be maintained by the City and the home rented, or  3)  the 
home could be considered for use by the City as officers or other facilities.  The 
City Council has no pre-conceived ideas about the use of the home.

￢ Any future use of the home by the City would come before the Planning 
Commission.  The City Council would present any proposal to the Planning 
Commission for their consideration whether or not they were required to do so. 

￢ Whether or not the recreation center will be located on the City Offices block or 
in the Rose Park area, the purchase of the Myers property would still be necessary 
for the Main City Park expansion. 

Kent Forsgren asked if the purchase price had been set.

The Mayor responded that the appraisal had not yet been obtained. There was a set price, 
however, beyond which the City would not go.

Sid Young asked if the purchasing funds had been budgeted.

Mayor Connors stated the funds would have to be taken from other uncompleteable 
projects and the budget amended to show the change. The funds would likely come from park 
impact funds, not from the recently approved bond. 



Farmington City Planning Commission                                                                                     December 11, 2002
Cindy Roybal stated that it sounded like it was premature to consider location of the 

recreation center, to which the Mayor agreed. She asked if at a later date the Planning 
Commission would be allowed to conduct a public hearing regarding the location of the 
recreation center and to assure citizens are aware of the proposal.

Mayor Connors stated the Council had considered different locations because of 
problems with the area around the City Offices. They had consulted with City Attorneys and with 
bond council. Legal opinion seemed to allow a change of location. However, nothing will be 
done until proposal have gone through the public process. Keeping the recreation center is 
consistent with the master plan for the downtown area. 

Sid Young asked about the Myers property and if zoning would allow for the lot split if 
that were to happen. It was found that the zone would allow for a lot split. 

Bart Hill stated that the land was needed for the park or activities would be severely 
limited.

Sid Young MOVED that the Planning Commission recommend to the City Council the 
purchase of the Mary Myers property and asked that the concerns voiced at the December 5th 

meeting be forwarded to the City Council, including the request to have the final deposition and 
use of the residence after Ms. Myers moves considered through public hearings. Bart Hill 
seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote.

Reasons for the motion included:

￢ The action will provide the Main City Park with much needed expansion room.

￢ The eventual use of the home will be considered through public hearings.

￢ The action will allow the City to proceed with the bidding process in a timely 
manner. 

Mayor Connors thanked the Planning Commission for their consideration. He stated he 
had discussed the issues with Chairman Hoffman and Vice-chairman Jensen, both of whom 
voiced their approval of the action. 

ADJOURNMENT

Bart Hill MOVED to adjourn at 6:40 P.M.
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________________________________________________
Kent Forsgren, Appointed Chairman
Farmington City Planning Commission


