CHAPTER 7

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

PARKS, RECRFATION, & OPEN SPACE

Fark and recreation opportunities sanve as ane o the bench marks against which the
quelity o life within a community can be nessured. Reareation 1s inareesingly viewed as an
inportant factor in naintaining adut health — both physical and nental. Tt is parcaved as
nore than just a weekend activity. It should be an mtegral and necessary denent of adult
life to be mcaparatad into a dailly routine. Furthamrore, recreation for both: adults and
children mdudes sodal contadts, expeniances in retural aviromants, and intdlectual and
cllural expariaes in addition to spots Sudies o dhildrens babavior and devdoprent
have docunented the inportarce o play, ot only in dhildren's physical developrent, bt
aso m thar soadl, intdlectuel, and aeative growth. Reareation 1s now seen es a nears 1o
an end rather than simply s an end i itsdf.

Farks and open space, whethar for pessive o adive reareation, are inportant
danonts n aeating a balanced Iiving avironent. With the inareese in duel inconre
hotschdds aong with the inareesing pace o life n genardl, lasure tine 1s dten at a
premum - Having recreation opportunitics dose at hand 1s mportant. not only for
convaniance bt also to mamntan the physical and soaal strength o the community through
aclive racreation and sodal intaraction with famly and mnaghbors. In sunveys and disassions
In public mectings, the atizers o Fammngton have repeatedly expressed the need and desire
for additional parks and reaeationdl opportunities, and to retain much o the opan and rurel
fedimg of the community:

This section o the General Han will disass a park hierarchy, will inventory existing
parks in the (ty, assess park neady, and nele reconmendations for future: developrrent.

In establishing a Fak Han for a community 1t is inportant to provide for a vanety
d raaeation expariances throggh varios sizes o parks intended for different types o tse
and weers. Parks shoud be designed with the tsars in mind, whether these tsars be healthy
children and adults, senior dtizvas, o the disabed U 1s aso mportant to achieve
cquitable distnbution o besic park lands, reaeation fedlities, and prograns throughout the
community by applying standards uniformly and comsistently:

"The nomal procedure in devdoping a Parkk Hen is to first establish a hierarchy of



prks 'Thae are many plamnime publications which desaribe parke hiaarchy. "The list would
cererelly slart with neighborbood perks and progress Lo district parks, dby/commurnily parks
and regonal parks 'These parks would be dessified besed on thar Size and savice arear In
addition to these parks thae may aso be spedal wse parks which may provide one spedial
aclivity such es a gdf coorse, Tature center, botanical garden, or autdoor theatar

Due to the rdativdy small size of Farmington in both areas and population this Han

will concentrate on anly three types o parks naghborhood, community, and speaal tse
These parks are ddfined in this Han by the fdlowing standards:

PARK STANDARDS

Park Type Service Area Acres/ 10 Desirable
00 Size
Populatio
n
Neighborhood 1/2 Mle redis 2 1/2 — 5 acres
Conmunity 1 1/2 mile 6 b Daaes +
radivs
Special Tke no applicable 2 varieble
standard

A naghborhood parke will genarally provide activities for children up to 15 years, thar
parents, and sanor dtizas. Adivities ray indude open lawn arees for a vanety o informral
ficdd sports, tol-1ds planic tables and/or shdlars drinking fountains, rest roons, horseshoe
pits vdleytell, benches, and possibly tamis courts o other hard-surfacad play area for
besketball.  These parks are genarally designed es walke—to faalities.

A community park will generelly be designed to sarve all age groups and will provide
a wide vanety o recreation opportunities In addition to those danents found in
naghborhood parks, coomanity parks nay indude regulation besebell, foothell, and soccar
fidds, miltiple tamis courts, mutiple panic pevlions, swimmrng podls, anphitheatars, and
parking lots.

Bsed on these standards thare shodld be 10 aaes o parks far cach 1000 parsors in



Farmngon AL the (ly's aarent popuation of 908 (according Lo the 1990 camus) this
computes to a park need of approxinatdy DO aaes As the (ty continues to grow this need
will oviodly inareese proportiordly. These standards shodld be viewed as a guide. They
address mnimum nob eximum geels to be achievad

Farmngton carantly hes two parks that could be dassified es community parks:
These are Shepard Tane Park which is bang devdoped al epproximatdy 1000 North and 700
West and Main Srect Farkk at 125 South Main Sreet. Both of these parks are located
adjacant to denmentary schods which bave athletic play fidds thal are tsed - conjunction
with the parks Induding these play fidds in the park arees, Shepard Tare Park s
approxinatey 1170 aares in size and Vain Srect Park s epprodinatdy 114 aaes In
addition to these parks Davis County is in the process of developing a recreation aread in
conjunction with the County Fairpark in West Farmngton which cauld serve as the mudess o
a commuaity park in that arcae 'The size d this reaeation arca 1s approxinatdy 4.0 aaes.

Woodland Pk located al approxinately 300 South A0 Fest, s a spedal wse park
providing for neture study and, with the stage castiructed in 191, outdoor theatricel
productions o concats. Woodland Park 1s approxinatdy 1035 acres in size aftar deducting
the land occupied by the City Public Works fadlities: Additional mterest s also added by the
presance of Need Greck which flons through a portion of the park

A sccond spedal tse park s bang devdopad at epproxinatdy @0 North 7D West
which indudes Farmmngton Pond and surmrounding property. Farmington Pond wes: established
as an uben fishay in 192 Inprovenents which are planmned for 1993-91 indude a new
access roed from Farmington Canyon, paved parking lols, rest roons, hendicap access to a
fishing piar, and a trall head for aquestnen access to the caryon. 'The park will be
approxinately ) aaes I size

The (ity hes two neighborhood parks. Voon Urde Park at epproxinatdy 1350 North
M is one aae in size. Mountain Mew Pk located above the ity Cenetery at
approxinately 300 Fest 500 South is 248 adres

Farmngton now hes a tolal of - approxiatdy 61.00 aaes in community, speaal use,
and naghborhood parks This nears thet thare is a park dfidency in the Gty of
approxirately - D00 acres besed on 1990 population figires. From this aralysis it bacones
apparat thal, while Farmngton hes several exadlent parks, thare is a mnor defiaency in
parks al the presant tine and there will be a nead for addiiondl parks i the future to
sanve the (ty's groning popuation  In order Lo nredl the senvice area standards estellishad
above, the mot logical locations far addiional community parks appear to be i the
southam part of the (ty and in West Farmington once thet aread is incoporated. Tocations
for naghborhood parks in existing residential arces shauld also be eveluated,



The importance of advance acquisition of park land
and open space cannolt be stressed strongly enough. Oxe
genaral locations have been identified which are suitable for parks ar open space, land should
be acquired in advence o actual nead in order to ersure its protaction and availability for
futire e, Once these lands are acquired they may be leesad badk for agnadtural, o othar
e, until such tine as it is possible or desireble to develop them 'The acqisition and/or
reservation of prine open space should be a prionty.

One d the major difficdties m any park plan 1s to establish funding sources for
acquisition, devdoprent, oparation, and mantenence o the park system Although there are
sone Fedaral and Nate funding sources far reareation, these sources have been dwindling in
recert years and sone prograns have been ended altogether: (ties are heving to depend
nore and nore on local revenues, dorations, and vdunteansm to devdop thar park and
racreation prograns Key to park funding is establishing en anmual commitent within the
Capital Inprovenrent. Program for acquisition and devdopent of parks TU is dlso inportant
to routirdy evaliate the (ty's park fee to isure thal new devdoprernt is paying its
cquitable share o the inpact bang aealed on the park systam

Park and Recreation Recommendations:

1. Thwo new coomunity parks should be aeated  'The first should be located n
the general vianity of 1500 South between 00 Fest and 115 As West Farmington devdops,
the sccond new community pearke should be located i the ganaral vianity of the Davis County
Fairgroonds m order to naximze jont use opportunitics

2 Ten new naghborbood parks shodld be aealed As presantly idantified, these
perks shodd be located i the fdllowng general locations:

a in the vidnity of Shepard Tane and 1500 West;

b in the vidnity of 1300 West and 185 Northy

C in the vidnity of 1400 North 400 West, north of Farmington Orchards
Subdivision;

d in the vidnity of 120 West 1100 Northy

in the arca between Nate Srect and 300 North and Main Street and

40 Fast;

in the vidnity o 140 ~outh and the 115 frontage roed;

in the vicnity of Qover Tane 650 West;

in the vidnity of Sate Srect 650 West;

in the vidnity of 300 South 1100 West; and

in the vidnity of 400 North 1523 West.
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Where possible, naghborhood parks and community parks iy be conrbinad to sarve a
duel function

3 Additional speaal tre parks shodd be identified and devdoped as the nead
ANSCs.

4, The parks locations idertified above should be priontized for advarnce
acquisition and shodd be a pronty o the Capital Inprovenrents Han: - Gther funding sourees
should also be explared, possibly teing AP funds to netch Nate o Fedaral grants such e
those providad through the Community Devdlopirent. Bock Grant. ((DBG) and Tand and Weter
Corsarvation Tind (DM prograns. As residential devdoprent. occurs in arees whare
commuity o naghborbood parks are reconmendad, dedication of park land shodd be
required in lieu of park fees

o "The first pronty in park devdopnant shodld be  construdion df recreation
faclities and anenities ab Farmngton Pond. 'The sccond: devdloprent. prionty should be the
acquisition and developrent of a community park in South Farmington. The third
developrrent prionty should be the acquisition and developrent of naghborboad parks in
established residential arees. Fark devdoprant in West Farmington shauld keep pace with
developrent in thatl arca

o) Fxplore the possibllity of developing a multi-—purpose spadal tse park north of
Buie lane batween 115 and Hgtway &9 'The purposes for this park would be to serve as
a regonal stom watar detantion besin and as an mtapretive rature park

‘. In a survey conductad durnme the devdopnent of this Han, one questioned
askad wes Whel types of reareation fedilities do you thirk are most needed (in Farmington).”
The most common resporses Lo this question ware a public swimmng pod, nore parks in
cererel, lamnis courts, brails system (bike/joooing/equestiian), public gdf course, reareation
conter; beschell fidds recquetball courts, and dhildrens playgrounds. Sore of these
oxpressed neadk and desires, such as a swinmng poo, recreation canter;, and gdf corse
nay be difficdt to provide in the near future due to the initial investent. required but
these prionties should be recognized in plarming for new reareation fealities

8 Continue to work with Tagoon to esteblish a public recreation area utilizing
portions of Tagoon's propartly aest o the amesanrent park bebween Farmington Credk and
Main Sreet.

9 Ixplare with the Davis County Schod District and the LDS Churchy, jont use
of recreation fadlities



10 As devdopment ocars on the eest side o the Ay, comidars for hiking and
cquestnan access to the foothills should be preserved.

1. A tral systam shodd be devdopad for biking, hiking, jogoing, and aquestrien
e which will provide Tinks batween parks, open speces, residential arees, sarvice cantars
and foothill access parts Whare possible existing utility comdors, natural dramege
caridors, and othar non—~vehicular nghts—of-way shoudd be ulilized for the trall system It
Is o particdar mportance to idantify and presarve existing aosings of Hghway 89 and [
15 such es the undapess at the Ueh Nate Agricdtural Fxperinent Sation and the overpess
al Qover Tane, and plan for addiiondl arossings

12 Bocase o the frequent cotflicts and problens thet result from bicydes
shering strect rights-—of —way, Farmngton (ty hes determined it best ol to encourage (ass
I bikeways where bicydes tse existing streets separatad from traffic by only a pamted
bikevay and signs. - Whare Uty funding is to be tred, ass T and T bikeways are preferred
In adar to physically separate bicydists from autonoble traffic.

13 Al parks shodd be designed with cardful attention to handicap acaess, low
namnterance datals, and vandal resistance

4. Oe d the denents n the Gty nost frequently commrented on by visitors as
wdl &8 residents, is the magnificent strect trees, espedially the Sycanores Tining Vain Sreet.
Although a (ity's streds are mol genarally corsidared to be part o the park system strect
tracs do areale a parkelike feding and tree lined strects can sanve as comections between
prrks In ordar lo preserve and expand the (ly's urban forest, a Sredd Tree Ordinance
shaud be devdoped which esteblishes standards for planting, maimtanance, and renoval o
tracs in the pubic stredts, parkways, and othar muniapal -owned property. 'This ardinarnce
may dso desigrate spedfic high image” slracdds where ree planting should be concentrated
These strects may indude, but are not limited to, 40 Fest south of Sate Sract, 0 Wet,
Sate Sreet / Qark Tane, Main Sreel, Buke Tare, and Shepard Tare

Open Space Recommendations:

1. Reelizing thal open spece within the Gty represants an intrirsic denent: which
acated and ddines the dharadiar of Fanmington, it is recommended that existing farmdeands
and other significant. open speces be presanved, Insdlar es possible, In ardar presarve and
nantan the charactar of the (ty. The Oty shodd perfarm an open spece study to
detamne, m part, which d these lands bave the highest prionty in tamrs of presarvation
within a conprehasive open space system

2 Farmngton dfidals are urged to mvestigate ways to acquire, and preserve open
space in aitical arces as part o a conprehersive park and open space plan Such arces



may indude the Farmington Credk flood plain, the Steed Gredk flood plain area: (Woodland
Park), and the Davis Creck flood plain. These najor drainages, espedaly, nay be desigraled
a8 links between neighborhood and conmunity parks in the Gty Other open spece arees
that may be preservad indude the agricdtural lands on athar Side of Highway 89 and the
cest foothills above devation 4900, Through acquisition, and appropriate devdopnent o these
arces sone d the gpen fed o Farmngton can be raimtainad

3 Fxplore the potential of presarving open space and greenbdt arces for
racreation puposes and for wse es bulfar zones in devdoped: arces whare appropniate and
cnl dfiaent.

a Fhcaarage the maintenance o farmland and other open lands i they
are histoncally or erviromentally unique,

b Fhcourage park land dorations
C Requre any plarned unit developrrent to presarve open spece.

d Fstablish, by ordinance, requirarents for paynrent in liea of, o outrght
dedication o park propaty m new devdopents

4. The acquisiion and devdopnant o open spece and park proparty should be a
priaity of the Capital Inprovenrent. Program

o land which the Gty carently owrs shaudld be maimtained in public ownarship
There shauld genarally be no net loss ar devdoprent of Gty-owned property which iy be
nore appropriatey presanved as part of an open space system

o) In adar to presarve the foothills and to mantam ther matural beadty;
desigrate the foothills as open space and establish the devation of 540 as the mt above
which only limted developrrent will be pamittad

DAVIS COUNTY FACILITIES

Farmngton sarves es the seal of govermnent for Davis Courty. - For this reeson the
najority of the County's doffices and other fedilities are located in the (ty. These fedilities
indude, anoneg othars the Davis County Court Thuse, a cournty library, the drivers licerse
division, the County Fairgrounds, and the Gimirel Justice Conplex As the County seet, the
(ily hes bome its fair share o the resporsibility o acconmodate the spatial and
infrestruclure reeds o County governrent and hes bendfitled fromil's essodation with the
County in nuneross ways I should be recognized, however, thet a cantralization o fedilities
nay dso aeate a burden on a community and thet, occesiorelly, other arees of the County



nay nead to bear thar share o this burden

It 1s the destire o the (ty to mantan and mprove its mutually benefiaal and
cooparative relationship with Davis County:

FIRE DEPARTMENT

"The Farmngton Fire Department provides fire protection, energency nedical resparse,
ard fire prevention/education prograns. The Departirentl is lacated in one cantrally located
station in the Downtown arear In addition to the services provided within the Gity limits, fire
protecion and energancy sanvices are aso provided i the unincorporated arces batween the
north and south Gty limits

As part o its fire prevention dforts the (ty hes adopled the Uniform Fire Code and
hes inplenented a Fire Code ingpection program The Departrent. hes also taken a serios
approach tonerd aducation in the public and private schod systam

long range godls for the Fre Departnent indude:

1. Iatablishing a schedule within the AP for replacenant of oul-dated fire
agnes

2 Providing anbulance sanvice to the community;

3 Prese in, ovar a 10-vyear pariad, nessures to provide on-duty parsornd at the
Hre Nation 21 hours a day;

4. As the (ty continues to grow additiondl stations and equipnrent. iy becone
NCCESSay.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Tarmngton (ty Fdlice Department responds to, investigates, and prepares
appropriate reporting on hundrecds of annes and: autonobile acadents evary year: 'These
dforts have had a Significant positive effect on the Gty in that many calegories of arines
have shown a slight deareese over the years:

As Tarmingtons popuation conlinues Lo increese, arealive approaches Lo law
anforcenent shoud be inplenentad to respond to the parallding increese in aimral
activities: (lizen invdvenrent shoud be axcouraged. The (ly's Piblic Safdly Cormmitlee
should contimue 1ts dforts in evalualing new and inproved ways to discourage armnal
activities in the (ty.  The Uty should also expand and pronote its initie dforts to establish



the Intersified Grinre Watch and Neighborhood Wetch Prograns

Snce, statistically, juvenile anne 1s shown to be a major problem not only ratiorwide
bt dso in Farmngton, the ity shodd investigate proven arine prevention prograns and
Inplarent tham when finenaddlly feesible. 'This may indude the DARY program that. would
allow a designatad dficar to spend nore tine at the schods, prooting topics like drug and
alcohd abise prevention, and engendanng bettar fedings batween students and police dficars

Other Cedls for the Departrent. indude

1. Fxpand voluntear sarvices 'This would invalve recruiting atizans for both the
Neighborhood Watch and McGruff progranrs. 'This could go a long way in positive public
rdations batween pdice and atizens. [t would also be a bdplul tod in detemng anne,

2 Tactical patrd: With the propar man power, spadalized patrds could be
utilized.  These would indude DU shifts at speafied tines and places. Also extrar patrds and
stake-out shifts for higher anne arees within the Gty should be inplenented.

3 Support the Davis County Narcdtics Tesk Force

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The primary functions o the Public Works Departrent. contimue to be raimterance,
repeir; and replacarent o the (ly's waler systam stom drain system streds, parks, and
othar (ty properties 'To keep up with anticipated expanded growth, the Departirent. should
aso continue to corstruct mmor public mprovenants as authonzad by law However, large
projects shoud be et ol for conrpetitive bids

In adar to carry out its functions, the Departirent should be afforded safe and
rdiable ecqupent and faalities to enbance diidency and reduce public liability exposure.
Recently new truds bave boen acquirad replacng othars thet ware wom ot and Replacenent
snowplons and sandars should be purdhesed as the nead anses as rdiable and safe equipnent
I8 expedially paranmount comidering the heavy and frequent snow falls thet occar in the Aty
Hfective snow ranoval mproves: atizen safcly and enbances public salety resporse capability.
Seep hillsides further Justify pionty statis to these pardieses. Finployees shodld be
acouragad to take adventage o safety and Skl traming opportunities espeaiely as new and
better equiprent 1s acquired

An inareese 1n park devdopnant hes coccurred in recent years: Shepard Parkg
finenced by Nate grants and Genaral Obligation Bond proceeds, wes conpleted in 1993 and
Farmngton Pond 1s dated for devdopent in 199391 Tand hes also baen acquired for a



naghborhood perk in the southem part of Farmington Additional Tand should be acquired to
expand the function of the proposad south Farmngton park for both neighbor and community
e Oher park proparty will undoubtedly be acquired and deveoped es the Gty grows. In
addition, landscaped entrances (windows) in to the (ty should be corsidared to beautify and
anharce the (ty streetscape In a mannar similar to what hes been to the A0 West enlirance
to Farmington

Becawse o the inareese in park acquisition and developrent, the Gty shodld continue
evduating persomnd neack and mantenance experses a8 1L caidars the timng of park
devdoprenl.  Seesorel enployees, ke o court refarred “commurily senvice workers” ard
ok rdeese inneles” from the Counly Jail are resources thel should be corsidered o neet
nanterence neack. Existing park naintenance should not suffer es new parks are developed.

Srect upkeep and prevantive maimtenance should genarally telke prionity over stract
widening and corstruction Expenditure of Qass 'C7 read funds recaved annuelly, should
rdflect this prionty. More funds shodd be budeetad for activities such as chip1-scals,
Suy seals, aradk seeling, and leveling courses then on corstiruction projects. Nreet
widening and recorstruction should ocar when adequatdy ustified Woare feesible, abutting
property owners o devdopers shodld partiapate in strect widening projacts.

Srects bult in conjunction with new devdoprrant should be balt to last. An
evaluation o curant strecdt comstruction stendards shodld be made and  reesoneble
adjustments, 1f any, shodd be mplanrented to enbance the life of newly bult streets 'The
Departrent. should continuelly use inspaction and  testing es a nethad to asure conpliance
with ity street. comstiruction and repair standards. The Departnent. should investigate and
e, when feesible, street maimterance prograns designed to langthen esphalt life

"The Departnant shodd continee its dforts to mplarent reconmendations ade 1in
the Sam Draimage and Watar Systam Sudies conpleted within the lest few years These
reconmrenchlions shoud be subitted Lo the (ty's governing body for corsideration in the
(ly's Capital Inprovenrent Pan Cardful sardling in evalueting proposad waler, sewer, and
storm drainege inprovenrents by devdopers should contimve. Woere necessary;, the Uty
should partiapate with devdopers I paying upRizing costs to medt arca— wide watar and
stam dramage neads

SCHOOLS

Schools in Farmington are under the jurisdiction of the Davis County ~chod District.
Thare are four schods presently located m Fammington. 'These schads indude Knowtton
FHementary, Farmington Flenentary, Farmngton Junior High Schedl, and Monte Mistas Schodl.
Other schods, aulside the (ty's boundaries, are dso allended by Farmington residents.



Farmrgton (ty and the Davis Schod District shaudd work to achieve better
coordiration in the plaming of new schod sites Farmington difidals should initiate: contacts
with the Schod Distnidl to achieve the communication and coordiration neaded. Future
schod sites should be located i arces that are cesily accessible to nearby residential arces,
and shodd avod major readways and conmeraa arces. Flood contrd detention besirs,
whare eppliceble, ought to be worked into the design

~chods are an mtegral part of a community. Buldines and grounds shodld sarve ot
only an educational purpose, bt dvic and recreational neads es well. - Fanmington Gity
dfidals should work desdy with Davis Schod District difidials to naintan the carrent. pdlicy
o dlowng schod proparties to be wtead far community and naghborhood activities after
normral school hours
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