
Can a Leaky Toilet Waste 20,000 Gallons of Water? 
If the average single-family home in my area uses 

about 8 units per month, how could I have used 26 
units which is equivalent to almost 20,000 gallons 
in one month?  I could not have used that much of 
water even if I showered all day while filling my 
neighbor’s swimming pool.  Not only did I feel bad 
about the amount of money I owed, I was sickened 

by how much water I somehow had wasted.  After 
numerous phone calls to my utility company and a 
number of hours of web searching, I figured out 
how to find the problem. 
It actually was quite simple.  All I had to do was 
turn the water off to each toilet in the house and 
make sure all appliances that consume water were 

off.  Once I was certain nothing in the house should be using water, I went outside to check the water 

meter to see if it detected any leaks.  The good news was that it was not showing any leaks, meaning 
the pipes were intact.  The two leaky toilets were the culprit, a hard pill to swallow but it was true. 
Now you may be wondering how much a leaky toilet can cost you.  According to the statistics from my 
local water company, a small leak the size of the head of a pin, dripping at one drop per second can 
cost you 7 gallons per day.  A large leak that is commonly found in toilets can cost you 200 gallons or 
more per day.  This means that a standard leaky toilet wastes about 8 cubic feet per month – the 

same amount of usage for a single-family home, or about $70. In short, I hurried and fixed the leaky 
toilets. I recommend you do the same if you notice even the smallest leak to help conserve water. 
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